group o f nonwhites or minorities. In some sections figures for blacks are compared to the corresponding figures for whites and in other sections they are compared to the figures for the total population depending on data availability and the topic under consideration.
W hile the number o f potential subject areas is broad, I have limited my examination to major demographic areas; population growth and distribution, age structure, fertility and mortality, and family com position. A summary section provides a sentence on each o f nine major demographic trends in the black population during the first half of the 1980s identified in this study.
Black Population Growth
Throughout the 1970 to 1986 period, the black population increased more rapidly than the total population, as it had for several prior decades. This has resulted in blacks comprising an ever larger portion o f the total population. 
population (U.S. Bureau o f the Census 1984).
Even though the black population was growing at a more rapid rate than the white population there was an overall slowing o f population growrh in recent years and the rate o f black population growth slowed in the first half o f the 1980s compared with the 1970s. Between 1970 and 1980 the black population grew at an average rate o f 1.7 percent per year, but the annual average growth rate between 1980 and 1985 was 1.5 percent. This decline in the growth rate is a product of falling birth rates, which are discussed later, not quite offset by declines in mortality. Unlike other prominent minority groups such as Hispanics and Asian Americans, mosr o f the recent increase in the black population is due to natural increase (number o f births minus the number o f deaths) rather than immigration. 
G eographic D istrib u tio n o f B la c k s
Despite regional differences in the rate o f black population growth, Much o f the regional differences in recent black population growth can be traced to patterns o f black interregional migration (see table T A B L E 1 U.S. Black Population by Region: 1970 Region: , 1980 Region: , and 1985 (numbers in 1,000s) Net Migration of Blacks, by Region: 1910 Region: -1920 Region: to 1980 Region: -1985 Period South Northeast M idw est* * West 1910-1920 1920-1930 1930-1940 1940-1950 1950-1960 1960-1970 1970-1975 1975-1980 1980-1985 -4 5 4 -7 4 9 -3 4 7 -1 ,5 9 9 -1 ,4 7 3 -1,380 During the first half o f the 1980s, it appears that the yearly net movement o f blacks between metropolitan and nonmetropolitan areas is so small that it is impossible to measure reliably with the Current Population Survey sample. In any case, it is clear that the movement between metropolitan and nonmetropolitan locations has not been a major factor in black population change in recent years. W hile the rate o f white in-migration to suburbs has been high, the rate o f out-migration has also been high, and the result is that blacks comprise a growing share o f the suburban population. In the suburbs, 6.3 percent o f the population was black in 1986, compared Since areas with high rates o f poverty often have associated problems such as high rates o f criminal activity, out-of-wedlock births, and school dropouts, the rapidly growing number o f blacks in such neigh borhoods has helped fuel concern about a growing black " underclass" in our major cities.
R edistribution o f B la c k s in C e n tra l C itie s a n d Suburbs
Black Age Structure 
I
set o f age groups experienced growth or decline. Between 1980 and 1986, the number o f blacks under age 5 began growing at a more rapid pace (10.7 percent), and the young working-age group and the elderly continued to grow at above average rates. On the other hand, school age and young adult blacks (age 5 to 24) declined in total number. Obviously, this is due to the decline in births between the m id-1960s and the early 1980s.
The number o f blacks aged 85 plus (not shown in the table) grew by an astonishing 33-9 percent between 1980 and 1986 (a gain 10 percentage points higher than that for similar-aged whites) and very similar to the 35.9 percent gain observed between 1970 and 1980.
Fertility and Mortality
Since many aspects o f fertility and mortality are covered in Manton, Patrick, and Johnson (1987) and Furstenberg (1987) , I will be relatively brief in my treatment, o f those topics here.
F e rtility
In the 1960s and 1970s, the fertility levels o f both black and whites declined significantly and there was some convergence o f black and white fertility levels. The fertility rate (number o f live births per 1,000 population) o f whites fell by 26 percent during the 1960s and by 23 percent during the 1970s, while the black fertility rate fell by 25 percent during the 1960s and 24 percent during the 1970s (see table 5 ).
Between 1980 and 1984, the fertility levels o f both blacks and whites continued the decline witnessed in the 1960s and 1970s, and the gap between black and white fertility levels continued to close.
In 1980 the total fertility rate (TFR) o f blacks was 2.30 compared to 1.75 for whites, but by 1984 the TFR for blacks was 2.15 compared with 1.72 for whites. In other words, the black TFR was 31 percent higher than the white TFR in 1980, but only 25 percent higher in 1984. The total fertility rate measures the number o f births a woman would have if she were exposed to the age-specific fertility rates observed at a given date.
The fertility differential between blacks and whites is largely due 
M ortality
Life expectancy at birth continued to increase during the first half o f the 1980s for both blacks and whites, but the pace o f increase slowed.
Between 1970 and 1980, the average annual increase in life expectancy at birth was .38 years for black males and .42 years for black females.
Between 1980 and 1985, the average annual increase was .30 years for black males and .24 years for black females. Life expectancy at birth actually decreased between 1984 and 1985 for black males (see table 7 ). Heart disease was the leading cause o f death for blacks in 1984, as it has been since at least 1950. W hile heart disease is also the leading cause o f death for whites, this cause o f death is more prevalent among blacks than among whites (U.S. Department o f Health and Human Services 1985). At the same time that the proportion o f families headed by a woman has grown steadily, the predominant marital status o f black single parents has changed. Table 9 shows that in I960 only 10 percent of black children living in single parent households were residing with a parent who had never married, but by 1985 that figure had risen to 48 percent. The increase in the share o f children living with a never-married parent was also evident in the total population where only 4.2 percent o f children living in single parent families resided with a never-married parent in I960 compared to 18.4 percent in 1985.
Family Structure and Living Arrangements
Racial differences in the association between childbearing and marriage are highlighted by noting that among never-married women aged 35 continued to grow during the 1980s at a faster rate than seen during the 1970s.
9. The share o f black children living with a never-married parent grew much more rapidly in the 1980s than in the 1970s.
